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so nobly defended in Ochterlony's time ; it was by sepoys that, at the first siege of Bhurtpore, the only British standard was planted on the ramparts of the fortress ; it was with sepoys that Ochterlony, in the Nepal War, reduced the stockades of Jhytuk, Nalagurh and Ramgurh, and gained the victory of Maloun ; it was with sepoys that Colonel Scott fought the memorable battle' of Sitabuldi against a force of more than ten-fold numbers ; it was with sepoys that Captain Staunton fought that splendid action at Corigaum, a little band of 800 men holding its own nobly against the whole army of the Peishwa. It was with sepoys that Colonel Adams routed the Peishwa's army ; it was by sepoys that (Jhandah was taken. These examples, a few out of many which we might have adduced, show what our sepoys have done ever since we have had a sepoy army/'*
True, when these remarks were penned, the disasters of 1857 had not occurred. The causes of the great revolt have not yet been properly studied or accurately discovered ; the events are too recent for an impartial judgment. Posterity will judge; history will punish. It is not for us, who are still suffering from the effects of the great disaster, to decide facts which can only have the effect of increasing international hatred; it is not for us to defend accusations or to bring counter-charges. But to those in whose language we are writing, who regard the revolt of '57 as a conclusive proof of the faithlessness of native loyalty, who look at the event from a one-sided point of view, we say in terms calm and unhesitatingly, that the loss of native^lifejn thejcatastro-phe was infinitely greater than the loss of English life; that the miseries to us have been much more lasting. And, we add with equal confidence, paradoxical though it may appear, that the mutiny of 1875 has proved native loyalty to be steadfast and trustworthy, The mutiny was not, and could not have been, suppressed without the, co-operation of native princes and statesmen, without the loyalty arid valour of native troops, Who can deny that but for the distinguished loyalty, enlightened policy, and masterly tact of Salar Jung, the Nizam's territories would have sent out bands of plunderers, whose only mission would have been massacre and devastation ? "Who can forget the willing aid of the Chief of Puttiala and of the Nawab of Rampore ? Who can ignore the importance of the steadfast loyalty of the Rajput States and other Hindoo princes ? Who can be insensible to the services of the Sikhs and the Punjabis ? Who can deny honour to the thousands who fought and fell for the English standard, to the thousands whose loyalty and aid materially contributed to restore thie country to peace and prosperity 1 These are mere headings, each of which requires a whole essay to
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